~~www.BriansQuest.com~~


My name is Brian L'Homme, I've been a native of Norwich, CT since June 6, 1980, I'm now 25 years old.  I was an energetic, normal, running, jumping, climbing young boy until the age of 9 when things became very difficult for me.  I had a hard time running & my coordination began to fail. My family, friends & teachers became concerned & at the age of 9 I made my first visit to the Newington Children's Hospital, which is now the Hartford Children's Medical Center in Hartford, CT.
A wonderful Doctor at the Children's Hospital spent 3 years observing & recording my physical condition, his conclusion, I may have an inherited, progressive, degenerative neurological disease called Friedrich's ataxia.  Friedrich’s ataxia, although rare, is the most prevalent inherited ataxia, affecting about 1 in every 50,000 people. Males and females are affected equally.
I began using a walker at the age of 12 as well as a manual wheelchair. At the age of 15 I was in a power wheelchair full time.  In 1996 genetic testing became available to further conclude their findings that my condition was Friedrich's ataxia along with scoliosis.
I found great support & encouragement through the Norwich Public School system, Mahan Elementary School, Teacher's Memorial, Jr. High & I graduated Ledyard High School in 1999 with the help of valuable caring aids & many supportive teachers.
That summer, June 1999, I was diagnosed with type 1 diabetes & have been dependent on insulin injections daily.  I was soon employed by Walmart in Norwich, CT as a Door Greeter. I enjoyed greeting & helping people & especially enjoyed my coworkers.  On May 5, 2003 I took our local Seat transit bus home from work, as I was on my way home, in an instant, I lost my eye sight.  My sight came back slightly & diminished over the course of the next few months. I finally found Doctors at Yale New Haven Hospital & Cornell University Med. Center in NYC that, over the course of the next year, were able to establish that there was optical nerve damage from the underlying Friedrich's deeming my condition legally blind.  Life from that point on was the most trying & difficult for me.  I was unable to continue working at Walmart. Much of the independence I did have came to a sudden halt. I did continued to enjoy my computer & found ways to modify it with a Zoom text program that magnifies & reads to me.  I have endured many difficult days but I also have found wonderful people & avenues that make some of my hard days better.

Recently I have found an organization called the "EAST COAST ASSISTANCE DOGS", ECAD (http://www.ecad1.org/), Lu Picard is the Executive Director in Dobbs Ferry, NY, which provides people with disabilities with the assistance & companionship of a specially trained Labrador or Golden Retriever.  I was accepted into the 13 day Canine Training Center Boot-Camp starting July 26, 2006 through Aug. 9, 2006.  I will receive an assistant dog that will help me retrieve dropped items, open doors, turn on light switches, help with my shoes & many other needs that have become very difficult for me during the course of a day.  A specially trained dog will be a life changing addition for me. Having one of these special dogs as my own will give me the opportunity to regain some of the independence I have lost.  I will also find the privilege of a best friend & comforting companion around the clock.
The cost of attendance in the Canine Boot-Camp is $6,500.00.  I have saved $500.00 to hold my position for July. The entire amount is near impossible for me to aquire on my own.  I need the help of fund raising to meet the remaining expense of $6,000.00 between now & the entry date of July 26, 2006.
There is a website available at WWW.BRIANSQUEST.COM where donations & further information is available.  If you are able to donate or sponsor my quest for an assistant dog, even the least amount, every penny will benefit the cost, I will be beyond grateful & appreciative.  There will be continual updated postings on the site as to where the goal stands & a list of all appreciated donors unless desired to remain anonymous.
Please open your heart in any way possible to contribute to BRIANSQUEST to support me on my way in obtaining my own assistant dog as well as a companion & friend.  I know I will not be able to achieve this without you. I'm THANKING EVERYONE, with all my heart that is able to give.  If you are unable to give at this time, please stop at www.BriansQuest.com & encourage me on my quest.  Thank you again for opening your hearts in helping me achieve & accomplish my goal, again, I could not do this without you.
Please make all checks or Money Orders payable to:
BriansQuest.com Fund

On www.BriansQuest.com there is information to send directly to East Coast Assistance Dogs. All donations to ECAD are tax deductible
Don't forget to visit www.BriansQuest.com, sign guest book and watch Brian’s progression, view pictures of my new companion/assistant dog (August 2006), Boot-Camp pictures & how we are reaching our goal with THANKS to YOU in helping. If there are any questions, feel free to send email to the listed address on the site.
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